
   
General Membership Minutes – Ames, Iowa July 29th, 2010 

 
 Meeting began at Noon with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Introduction of the Board of Directors, present are Barney Eaton, Dick 
Sweeney, Kevin Kinney, Brian DePouli as Vice-President, Bill Stoneberg as 
Treasurer, Rick Young as President, Kris Syrdal as secretary, Paul Meyer and 
Gene Sorenson. Also introduced for the National Office are Mike and Nancy 
Book. Introduction of those present in the audience at the beginning of the 
meeting are Joel Gauthier, Robert Safrit, Keith Mitchell, Frank Batty, Jerry 
Coursan, Nancy Eaton, Jerry Wilson, John Scheib, Bill Darrow, Paul Syrdal, Bill 
Bergstrom and Jon Henry. 
 

2. Approval of Spring Teleconference Minutes 
Minutes have been approved and are published on the website. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report 
Bill Stoneberg went over the report submitted. We show income of $370K 
and expenses of $327K, with a gain of $43K. This helps to offset the loss of 
$24K last year so we are now back in the black. This is due to changes made 
such as doing a teleconference board meeting instead of paying travel to one 
and also the Patron contribution program. This program has been a bright 
spot having raised about $10.5K which helps with the net income. Dues were 
also raised by $10 per year, this showed initial membership numbers falling 
but they are coming back up again. New memberships are staying the same. 
Membership brought in about $331K, advertising was $27K. For expenses the 
majority is spent on the Bugle, then BCA Office, taxes, insurance and then 
National expenses follow. Our investments are remaining stable. Investments 
are for a rainy day fund and also for future membership income. We added 
$25K to our CD’s. Brian made a motion to approve the report, and Paul 
seconded. All in favor and report approved 8-0.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

4. National Office Report 
Current membership is at 8172 which is an increase over last month. Prior 
members that did not renew with dues increase are now coming back in and 
Mike expects this to continue. The office is running smoothly with no current 
issues. Bill Darrow asked about any issues with the Bugles going to Australia? 
Mike reported there have not been any additional concerns and mailings are 



ok. Rick thanked Mike and Nancy for their help and work put in for the Ames 
meet. 
 

5. Ames 2010 National Report 
There was a big influx of registrations in the last 5 weeks. Current totals are 
455 registrations, 880 people, 36 vendors with 100 spaces, 19 car corral, 363 
cars of which 157 are 400 point judging, 24 modified, 22 archival judging, 29 
seniors and 108 registered for the driven class. There are 386 signed up for 
the banquet. Early numbers look like a profit of about $8-9K after bills, 
although not all expenses are in. This will break down to 50% back to the 
BCA, some to Hawkeye and the rest will be broken down to chapters that 
helped work the at the meet. Rental fee for the grounds is $18K, Ames CVB 
took $7K off rental and also took care of expenses for the shuttle and 
hospitality. Ames has been very accommodating to the BCA. Gene said he 
has heard lots of positive comments. A comment from the audience is it 
normal to get lots of registrations right before end of the meet? Yes, this is 
very normal. 
 

6. Bugle Report 
Pete submitted his report to the BOD. He is getting lots of photos from the 
Ames meet. October will be the National Meet issue.  
 

7. Chapter/Regional Coordinators Report 
This is the first year that Mike and Nancy have completed in this role. They 
are working on calling to get chapter updates rather than just mailing 
because mailing responses are poor. A report was submitted to the board 
showing the results of these calls. Chapters are rated as Poor, Fair, Good and 
Strong based on information gathered from the chapter. Brian asked about 
sending the report to the Regional directors. Nancy replied that she plans to 
send the report along with success stories and things that have not worked 
well for chapters.  
 

8. Internet Report 
Roberta submitted report to the board. New Opel group added this year to 
the AACA forum.  
 

9. Technical Advisor Report 
Barney reported no major changes. He is getting volunteers for areas we are 
already covered, but not for years and makes that ones are still needed. 
 

10. BCA Youth Report 
Report sent from Jerry: 

 



To date, two youngsters have "signed up" for this activity; member Derek 
Thille's kids Teresa & Luke . Perhaps more may show up at Judges 
training.  If only a few youngsters want to participate, I would recommend 
that they "shadow" a regular judging team. Should more than six-eight kids 
want to participate, I recommend that a BCA judge take the kids seperately 
to review the judging process. Member Pat Lesesne assisted me with the 
program previously. I'm contacting him to see if he is planning to attend & if 
he'll assist. I ask that Nancy Eaton record the Junior Judge's names and 
addresses.I suggest that the youngsters attend Judges Training, and 
recommend that they attend the Judges Breakfast. I'm shipping Ten BCA 
Youth Program t-shirts and Jr. Judge judging forms ( simplified 100 points) to 
Rick Young - Hold for Mike Book 
 

11. Chief Judge and Judges Training Report 
Pete Phillips reported for Judges training. With Friday judging, he suggests 
that training be on Thursday afternoons instead of the morning. We are short 
some judges, about 1-2 each team, classes N and U need more volunteers. 
We are also short deputies so they will be covering several classes. Because 
they were large classes, U, O and N were split and other classes combined. 
 
Alan Oldfield has been working on two developmental classes for specialty 
Buick bodied cars and also Buick racing cars. Danvers will be the first test for 
for the specialty class and 2012 would be suggested for a test of racecar 
judging. This would be a 100 pt system and Alan submitted approved forms 
for specialty class. After the test year, he would like feedback on how to 
continue. John Scheib asked about coachbuilt cars like Brewsters? Alan said 
that sounds like it would fit into the specialty class along with hearses, 
ambulances, limos, etc. Barney asked if the class would be separate or place 
them in an age appropriate classes? Alan said he’d like to work on this.  
 

12. National software coordinators Report 
Roy Faries is working on registration outside the auditorium. Rick reported 
that this has been the easiest registration Roy has worked on and he is doing 
a great job. Anytime he asks for reports or breakdown, he gets the 
information quickly. Roy also has an evergreen contract.  
 

13.  Driven Class Report 
Pat Brooks submitted a report to the board. Pat stayed on one extra year 
past his term to cover the Ames meet. Brian DePouli has volunteered to take 
this on. 
 

14. Buick Heritage Alliance Report 
Report submitted to the board by Jeff Brashares. The BHA is doing very well. 
Several cars have been donated. They are working on scanning pre-war 



literature to make more information available on request. Brian asked about 
patron donations to the BCA, has this decreased the donations to the BHA? 
Mike replied it has, they have seen about a 50% decrease. The BHA is a tax 
deductible donation.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

15. BCA Budget for 2010-2011  
Bill went over the proposed budget for next year. He suggested having 
another teleconference board meeting next year for the Spring meeting to 
help save money in the budget. Roster is due for printing, some ideas are to 
mail them or offer via a cd? Bill is currently looking into a cd option, which 
would be optional.  Brian asked to clarify the cost of the Roster. Can we use 
National database to create cd or paper book? Mike explained that the 
database saves on some of the layout costs we used to incur. They will have 
to find another printer instead of Modern Litho to do the Roster since they do 
not produce newsprint. We would need info by end of August or September 
to get a Roster printed and out with the December mailing. The board 
suggested we could send out a Roster later, does not have to be in December 
mailing. Bill would like to delay Roster to inquire on placing info onto a CD. 
Brian asked if we can sell ad space in the Roster to help defray cost? Mike 
said it has not been very successful in the past. Bill clarified that the default 
would be to a paper Roster unless member asks for a CD. Mike mentioned a 
concern about electronic media, it can be used for solicitation. Kris mentioned 
the ROA keeps an online database of members that can be accessed and has 
not had issues thus far. Roster is estimated to cost between $15-16K. To get 
the pricing break we need to print more copies of the Roster. Brian made a 
motion to approve printing of the Roster, Paul seconded, all in favor and 
motion passed 8-0. 
 

16. BCA National Meet Advisory Board  
Mike has suggestions to rewrite some of the guidelines from members of the 
committee and will have new policy rewritten to present by the next BOD 
meeting. Bill gave thanks to Mike and Nancy for all their help in Ames. Brian 
asked if they are working with Danvers? Yes, the committee is working with 
Jon Henry and Jack Welch. 
 

17. BCA Membership 
Mike presented an example of a card to give to potential new members by 
existing members.  The BCA Office can give these cards to chapters to help 
recruit new members. The quote to print 10,000 cards is $800 with a $150 
setup charge. We could mail to chapters and Modern Litho can print these. 
Cadillac club is using these cards and they have had no decline in 
membership and have found them helpful in recruitment. Keith Mitchell asked 



what address would be on the back? Will it be only the National Office 
address or can a space be left for printed labels from a chapter to place on 
the back? Mike can provide photos and copy to print to the printer and will 
leave a space on the back for a label. A polling of chapter directors in the 
audience was very favorable. Brian would like to see a modified Buick 
included on the photos. The cars on the advertising are very critical for the 
membership card. Dick asked about contacting Buick Motor Division to see if 
they would like to help defray costs on card? Mike said BMD is currently paid 
up on advertising on Bugle, but not likely to add additional funding to cards. 
Barney made a motion to approve printing 10,000 cards, Dick seconded. All in 
favor and motion passed 8-0. Mike will run final draft by the BOD for approval 
before printing. Mike mentioned some other ideas to attract membership. The 
BCA does not have a presence on Facebook, but other clubs are using this as 
a tool and having success. He suggests investigating this further as an option 
to attract more members. Bill mentioned that he had 350 emails sent to the 
email address he set up for the Ames meet.  
 

18. Status of Extended Umbrella coverage to chapters and divisions 
Joel Gaulthier reported on the IRS initiative, he finally got information in June 
of 2010 to send to the IRS and is waiting to get a response back from the IRS 
on the group exemption and to clarify what the IRS would like us to do. Do 
we need to send in the 990N for exemption, or will they just leave us alone 
since we are not the type of non-profit that needs the group exemption? We 
still need clarification from the IRS on this. 
 

19. 2011 BCA National Meet Danvers, MA 
The BCA Office has the contract and budgets in, there was a name change in 
the hotel but the personnel has remained the same. They are planning to 
have tours that may include a clambake, also speaking with the BHA about 
possibly of having an auction during this time. Most of the key committee 
assignments are done. The rate of the hotel is $109, this is for the week 
before, during and after the meet. This meet follows the 4th of July so it is a 
good time to come early and take advantage of a great hotel rate in Boston 
during the holiday. Keith Horsfall mentioned a concern over fees for meet 
registration being high. Danvers does not have a registration form yet, does 
have information on the hotel available. They are planning on having judging 
on Saturday. 
 

20. 2012 BCA National Meet bid, Charlotte, NC 
Brian DePouli presented the bid for the Carolina Chapter. He will be serving 
as co-chair along with his father. Bob Safrit will be the meet chief judge, 
Bruce and Shar Kile will cover hospitality. Bid presentation was sent to the 
board. One possible tour is of Hendricks on Friday. Cabarrus CVB worked on 
presentation to audience and BOD. Question from audience of the Richard 



Petty Driving Experience, answered may be a possibility if the track is open. 
Barney asked about indoor swap spaces? Brian said they will be available. 
The swap will be at the host hotel. Bill asked about racing? Brian said he has 
contacted the Buick Performance Group about working with them to set up 
an event. It would not be a BCA event, but may be a “Run what you brung” 
event. Mike asked if they are willing to share reports and work with the NMC? 
Yes. Brian said that is no issue, Roy will be handling registration and the 
treasury for this meet. The CVB will provide shuttle service to the showfield 
the day of the show. Showfield will be at the zMax Dragway. The CVB is 
planning to do a drawing for the hotel and registration at Danvers if 
approved. Anyone who registers there will be placed in a drawing to have 
registration and hotel paid by the CVB. Planned registration fee is $35. 
Carolina members, and other chapters’ members that are involved with the 
bid were asked to leave while the board deliberated. The BOD likes the plan. 
Kevin made a motion to accept proposed bid at Charlotte for 2012, Bill 
seconded, all in favor and motion passed 7-0. Members brought back in to let 
them know they have been awarded the bid. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Before the board went into new business, Barney asked to follow up on a 
couple of items. We will still have Ron DeGroff and Wray Kniffen working the 
Hershey tent for the BCA. There were 18 new members that signed up and 
30 renewals last year. They are looking to upgrade the furniture in the tent. 
It was originally donated and is showing its age. Marquette club was 
approved to be an affiliated club but has not appeared in the Bugle. Pete will 
make sure it gets listed. The Buick Foundation money is thought to be about 
$1500-1600. Nothing has been resolved on this. A unanimous vote is never 
achieved to close the organization and send the finances to another club. 
Mike said he will follow up with Doug Seybold on it. 
 

21. 2013 National Meet Bid Lincoln, Nebraska 
Kara Hessner from the Lincoln, CVB presented information to the board on a 
proposed event in Lincoln for 2013. There are two proposed dates, 7/9-7/14 
and 7/22-7/28, 2013. The Planning team is Shawn McNeil who is a future 
BCA member, Tom Hornig and supporting chapter of Crossroads BCA. There 
would be assistance from another local car club, the Rebel’s. There are lots of 
hotels and attractions in the area. 
 

22. Selection of a New Driven class Chairman 
Brian DePouli has volunteered to take this one, Kris made a motion to accept, 
Bill seconded and all members in favor 7-0, Brian was accepted as the new 
chair for a 5 year appointment. He will be looking for an assistant who will be 
willing to accept this position later. 



 
23. BCA Forum 

We are still on the AACA site and are not currently looking at developing a 
new site. 
 

24. Second Generation Program 
Brian discussed this new program. There would be a $10 discount on a new 
registration. This would be a one time discount to a family member of an 
existing BCA member. Brian will get something in the Bugle. 
 

25. Secure Website Proposal 
Tabled for now.  
 

26. BCA Senior Preservation  award change 
Mike reported on the fact this is a very expensive award. We have about 20 
left. He would like to do away with the glass block. Shipping these awards 
back and forth often results in breakage and it is about $50 to produce it. 
Mike would like to work on a new award, both in function and design. There 
are about 5-7 earned each meet. Mike would like to make sure that the 1st 
senior earned is more significant than the preservation award which requires 
fewer points to earn.  
 
Barney asked to make a motion on a trial electronic Bugle. It has been 
discussed before about working on an electronic magazine and foreign 
members are the most impacted from the mailing delay. Barney’s proposal is 
to send an electronic Bugle to foreign members only on a trial basis for 6 
months, at which time the trial will be evaluated for continuation. Brian 
seconded the motion. There was some discussion about how this could work. 
Mike can get the listing of email addresses and then press the send of the 
electronic Bugle at the same time US members would normally receive their 
mailed copy. This would ensure everyone receiving the Bugle copy at the 
same time. They would still get a hardcopy. This is working towards a 
possibility of an electronic only membership or different levels of 
membership. Some concerns about not doing this for everyone right now are 
to try to work out any bugs in the process and also to be concerned about 
the protection of information. Barney said the BOD could be added to the trial 
as well to see how it works. Rick called to vote and the motion passed 8-0. 
 

27. Acknowledge of outgoing BCA BOD members 
Rick presented a plaque to Barney and thanked him for his service on the 
board and to the club.  
 

28. Seating of new BOD 



We welcome Jerry Coursan who was elected to the BOD this year. Rick Young 
and Kris Syrdal were re-elected.  
 

29. Election of BCA Officers 
Election of new officers has no changes. Rick re-elected as President, Brian as 
Vice-President, Kris as Secretary and Bill as Treasurer.  
 
Thank you very much to Nancy Eaton for keeping the judging records. Nancy 
is stepping down from this role and the club is looking for a new volunteer to 
take care of the records. For now, Mike and Nancy will keep this information 
at the National Office. 
 
Bill made a motion to adjourn, Paul seconded, all in favor and meeting ended 
at 3:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by your secretary, 
 
Kris Syrdal 
 
 
 
 

 
 


