
Buick Club of America Board of Directors Meeting 

 

 July 25, 2014         Portland, Oregon 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcomes and Introductions – Kevin Kinney 

Kevin: Introduces members of the board: Marck Barker, Brian DePouli, Brian Clark, Paul 

Syrdal, Bill Stoneberg, Dick Sweeney, Keith Horsfall, Jerry Courson, and Chuck Kerls. 

 

National Meet Committee Report – Jerry Courson 

Jerry:  I have the status of the 2015 – 2018 National Meet sites. 

August, 2015 will be held in Springfield, Missouri. Event held at the Ramada Inn.  Chuck and 

Jerry made a site visit – parking will be a challenge as the show field space wraps around the 

hotel.  Cost is $95/night, which includes breakfast. No alternate hotels have been selected as of 

now. 

 

Brian D.:  I have concerns about reservations and the hotel already being fully booked. 

Paul S.: I called the hotel and we have a block of rooms for the event. 

 

Jerry: 2016 will be in Allentown, Pennsylvania. It is a new hotel property; about 1,000 parking 

spaces. 

Dick: What is the timeline for what Mr. Bulgari will or will not be doing? 

Jerry: I’m still waiting on his response. 

Keith: We should hear from him at the Columbus Day meeting. 

 

Jerry: 2017 will be in Brookfield (suburb or Milwaukie). We have contracted with the Sheraton 

Milwaukie hotel.  It has 450 parking spaces and a nice layout.  We are still looking for a meeting 

director. 

 

2018 tentative location in Southern California. 

Brian D.: The last time we were in Southern California was 1985, and in California in 1991. 

(Board discusses location options – Long Beach, San Diego) 

There is a draw to bring people to the West Coast. 

 

Jerry: We are in process of making 2018 decision. The National League Committee is actively 

communicating about developing a standard operation procedure, notebook to jot down ideas, 

and devising a new manual in the next 12-18 months. The goal is to keep everything up to date 

and learn from previous mistakes.  After the meeting, we will be sending out a “Lessons 

Learned” sheet for members to write opinion on parking decision, hotel facility (not always ideal 

even with extensive planning – what do we prefer?), convention concerns. 

 

Joel:  Can we hold event offsite in Springfield, such as a park? 

 

Jerry: It is worth exploring.  Some concerns would be transportation to and from hotel and site; 

we could have shuttles to transport people. 

 

 



BCA Financial Report – Bill Stoneberg, CFO 

 

Bill: Total income brought in was $376,000, which is what they budgeted for. $335,000 is 

income from new members and member renewals, and we are $5,000 short this year on new 

memberships.  The rest of the income comes from advertising and clothing, clothing is about 

$500. In June, we were $5 to $10,000 behind.  

 

The biggest expense is Bugle, costing $241,000 for production and distribution.  The roster 

expense was $15,000, and is an alternate year expense.  The expense hit is below what was 

budgeted. Cost is $50,000 for yearly memberships (postage printing, etc.), $5,600 cost to meet, 

and $2,600 for trophies.  We are rolling expenses over to the National Meet Account.  Corporate 

expenses including insurance, accounting fees, taxes, credit card fees, and legal were $16,000. 

Hank Reus is the new Chapter Coordinator.  He spends money on phone, postage, and public 

awareness, which is worth spending the money as he was able to get two new chapters.  The 

expense total was $331,000. 

  

There was a $42,000 net profit, which is below the previous year, due to memberships.  The 

renewal rate was at 90%, but we are not bringing in new members. 

 

Alan:  What are credit card fees? 

 

Bill: The percent credit cards charge with each purchase when people use them.  

 

Bill (continues): The National Convention is a separate account and will have account 

information at end of meet. We are on track to make money this year.  Funding is becoming self-

sustaining and next year we will be able to give money back to the Board of Directors. 

 

Kevin:  gives synopsis of email Board minutes 

 

Marck: I motion to approve. 

 

Brian C.: I second the motion. 

 

Jerry: Item 6B should change from “must have no input” to “must have no impact”. 

 

Brian D.: I motion the change. 

 

Brian C.:  I second the motion. 

 

(All board members vote in favor – motion passes) 

 

Chief Judge and Judges Training Reports – Alan Oldfield 
 

Alan: I have three items to discuss, first being this meet.  It has great things, such as a large 

show field and the hotel is receptive and responsive. A few things to take away is that the hotel 

did a great job roping off, but the last few days has been a struggle to keep clear of modern iron. 



For the future, make the hotel more aware or have a discussion with them to keep the show field 

clear of modern iron. 

 

Bill: I had asked the hotel and hotel said they could not block off the area because it is a fire lane. 

 

Alan: This is a concern and I also talked with hotel and they said a fire truck could go through 

the tape. 

 

Chuck: Could we have somebody out there at night to prevent people from coming in the taped 

off area? 

 

Bill: We can talk to security tonight 

 

Alan: New for this year are 400 point cars driven in together, plus display cars and pre-war cars.  

There have been no complaints about the layout of the show field. 

 

Bill: How many pre-war cars? 

 

Kevin: 19 

 

Alan: 34, including A, B, C, D pre-war 

 

Alan: John S* is on the new Board and discusses issues talked about in April.  On the second 

page, a four-page question survey was sent to 75 judges in South Bend and most all surveys were 

returned.  The response was that most do not want traditional parking, and prefer traditional 

parking done by class. 

 

Brian D.: Will another survey be given to judges after this meet? 

 

Alan: Yes, the more communication, the better. 

 

John: There have been amazing things done since 1998.  The goals are we need the judging 

process easier so people want to judge.  Alan has been working on this and it is a continuous 

goal.  The judge’s manual should reflect on what we are doing.  I’ll be working on it.  I would 

recommend a loose leaf format so every year it can be up to date without changing it all. 

 

Bill: Most people buy judge’s manual looking for their specific car. 

 

John: Most of the data in the manual is still good. Some changes in the last few years need to be 

updated in the manual. 

 

Alan: We held a meeting last night.  From the judges’ standpoint, we can do more for first time 

judges, such as answer questions and take them through the form. 

 

Dick: Can you email the Board with numbers? 

 



Alan: Yes 

 

Dick: The most common statement is, “Well, I don’t know anything to be a judge.” We should 

note that experience is not necessary to judge; just come to the judge’s training. 

 

Alan: Good point.  We need to be more overt.   

 

Edward: Are you currently doing any owners’ meeting? 

 

Alan: No.  It would be good to do an owners’ meeting close to meet day. 
 

Chapter/Region/Division Coordinators Report –Hank Reus Jr.’s report read by 

 Keith Horsfall 

 

Keith: I have a copy of Hank’s report.  Buick has 73 chapters, 8 divisions.  Four of the chapters 

are currently AWOL. Efficient communication is critical to our goals.  A listed concern of 

directors and members is a lack of response and poor communication.  We are working on this 

and hopefully get everything they need to know. Another good idea to work on is maintaining 

harmony.  Hank mentions Pittsburgh Tri-Shields dropped from the roster and we are working on 

resurrecting to get going. We are unable to get ahold of Central Michigan, another AWOL 

chapter.  We are sending chapter memos through email. West Maryland and West Virginia 36, 

37, 38 divisions are looking to change name to Straight A-Buick Club to incorporate more 

members. 

 

Kevin K.: Wasn’t that withdrawn? 

 

Keith: We thought we had to have official word, but we don’t. 

 

Edward: We are consistently receiving up-to-date emails; hopefully even though Bugle is six 

months behind, we can continue to be informed.  Hank is doing great. 

 

Brian D.: 70 cars registered; end of five years as Driver Class Chairman and it should be a 

smooth transition for the two men who will be taking it over. 

 

Alan: Will you issue a statement or letter at the end of the show? 

 

Brian D.: Yes 

 

Modified Division Report – Keith Horsfall 
 

Keith reads through report and passes copies to members.  In 2002, we were upset on how Buick 

owners who entered to be judges were treated like second class citizens. In 2003, we were given 

the okay to proceed with creating the Modified Division.  I will be stepping down after the 2015 

meet, and will continue to handle day to day printing of newsletter.  I am not sure of how many 

meetings my wife and I will attend after 2016.  I thank those who served and those who judged, 

and please do no return to street rod judging. 



 

Edward: Do we have continuity plans for your reports or to get a copy of the Modified Division 

reports, in case of a tragedy? 

 

Keith: There is no continuity for the BCA, as it has been a one man position. 

 

Bill: We have backups of general Buick clubs. Same for financial records. 

 

Alan: At this point, there is no one in heir to you to run the division? 

 

Keith: No, I have been responsible the past twelve years.  I took it on.  I don’t know if anyone is 

willing to step up?  I was head judge of the division. 

 

Bill: Can we bring the modifieds in? 

 

Alan: After 2016, I think it is a good idea that everyone listens to how the judging go and figure 

how to manage it logistically so we do not eat up everyone’s time. 

 

Keith: I will get together with him and Mike to help plan. 

 

Buick Heritage Alliance Report - Joel 

 

Keith to Mike: Do you have a copy of the Alliance report? 

 

Joel: I saw a copy of the Alliance report last week. We had a successful year and a financially 

strong year.  The largest single event in 2013 was the bequest from Terry Dunham.  In his will, 

he left his collection to BHA.  The value of his collection, according to the appraisal, is in excess 

of $140,000.  The collection was housed in Terry’s home in Orlando, Florida, and is currently in 

a secured building in Dulles airport.  

 

We worked out an arrangement with the AAC Library Museum in Hershey, Pennsylvania to do 

scanning of his materials.  As compensation, he would want us to buy him a new scanner.  The 

materials will be transferred this fall.  If people want to read materials, they can do so in the 

library.  If people want the document, they can work it out with AAC.  The scanning of materials 

date back from 1903, but from there to post-war, information is a bit iffy. The donor is entitled to 

a tax deduction.  We are in the process of getting a 1996-1997 Roadmaster Wagons. 

 

We have two new board members.  Jim Dingle in Northern Virginia operates a Mustang parts 

business, and John Field in Columbus, Ohio works with literature, helping, along with David, 

getting Terry’s collection organized and set up to Hershey. 

 

We are working on renting space in the museum in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  The larger clubs have 

their own buildings, such as Lincoln and Cadillac, and it is an extensive process to get our own 

building; we are not there yet.  In the museum, membership information is there and will be 

permanent. 

 



We were involved with the 110th Anniversary of Buick in Hershey.  Many Buicks were featured.  

We have an arrangement with Bill McLaughlin to watch over his extensive collection.  This 

evening, there is a sit down dinner, silent auction, and live entertainment.  The premiere item is a 

one-week vacation stay in North Carolina. 

 

Keith: Is this event open to the public?  Can anyone come? 

 

Joel:  It is open to any BCA member and proceeds go to BHA. 

 

National Office Report / BCA Membership Status – Mike and Nancy Book 

 

Mike: The membership of the BCA is slightly more than 7,300 members, which is less than the 

prior year and it is eroding somewhat.  We have more credit cards coming in.  Functions are 

running well and we are recruiting new members.  We would like to gain new members. Are 

there any questions for the office? 

 

Jerry: How many inquiries about joining or modifying their account do you get per month? 

 

Mike: We get about 100 emails per day, with people checking their status.  Upgrading or 

membership inquiries are at a couple every day, and less than it used to be.  In the 2013 fiscal 

year, we had 430 new members sign up.  In the past, it had been between 600 and 700 new 

members per year. 

 

The National Meet always has an influx of members, particularly from the regional area.  How 

many of those do we retain?  We will see.  We are proud of this, something we are doing must be 

right.  Inactive members from the 1990’s and 2000’s have been coming back to the BCA.  

Maybe kids are grown up and people have more time and money. 

 

Payments have been slow. We are losing ground on new membership and finding new ways to 

attract people, so people realize it is not just an old man’s club by featuring cars that are 

attractive to a younger audience.  This is something we can work on over the next few years. 

 

Jerry: Do you get callers asking the value of a Buick? 

 

Mike: Yes, we get many calls regarding value. We avoid answering, but we do encourage 

joining the club. 

 

Jerry: There’s a big value of day-to-day activity in the Buick club office. 

 

Mike: Reports are made, answering inquiries, chapter and regional calls for assistance.  A day in 

the BCA office is busy. 

 

Nancy:  Mike handles all the trophy programs and getting medallions.  The storage and hauling 

of trophies is a very big project. 

 

Mike:  We do inventory, warehousing, and past and present documents. 



Nancy: We work extensively with Joel and Bill. 

 

Mike:  We try to keep much of the monthly reports, contributions, and memberships, 

computerized.  We get phone calls on a regular basis. 

 

Jerry:  Looking at surveys, usually there are high ratings or no opinions.  One comment was that 

“it took three hours and fourteen minutes to return my call.” 

 

Mike:  We get to calls when we can.  We answer about 90% of calls when it rings.  We are 

available and here to accommodate BCA.  For those negative comments, if I can’t give them 

what they want to hear, they most likely will give a negative comment. 

 

2013 – 2014 Budget Report – Jerry passes out copies, reviewed by Bill 

 

Bill:  From 2013-2014, we dropped income by about $20,000, most due to membership.  For 

expense, Bugle dropped in cost.  2014 income is projected at $373,000 and projected expense for 

the Bugle is at $245,000.  The office expense is $56,000, with raises for Mike and Nancy.  The 

travel board meeting and Allentown trip has an expense of $12,000, then there are normal 

accounting services, and website maintenance added $15,000.  The expenses are at $372,000 

versus $373,000 projected revenues.  We have the roster we can play with. 

 

Jerry: The income of $373,000, does it include projected membership decline? 

 

Bill: Yes 

 

Dick:  As for the office staff raises, the last few years, Mike and Nancy took a voluntary pay cut. 

 

Jerry:  Motion to approve the budget. 

 

Keith:  I second the motion. 

 

Kevin:  If the board is all in favor, say I. 

 

All board members approve the motion. 

 

Facebook Report – Brian DePouli 
 

As of this morning, we have 2,632 likes, which is up over 1,000 from last year.  Lance makes a 

post about once every month.  He would like photos posted from this meet. 

 

Policy and Procedure Reports 

 

 Accounts have all been approved by Board members and submitted to Pete and Cindy to include 

in Bugle.  The logistics of it being an insert in the Bugle would be difficult before we can 

implement these changes, so we should probably avoid the October Bugle. 

 



Cindy: We are going to have to split it up.  Right now we are working on the September issue. I 

think the insert is a great idea. 

 

Chuck:  I have a copy of the Bugle with all the changes in blue for anyone to see. 

 

BCA Roster – Mike and Nancy Book 

 

Mike: We did without the bylaws, so to get it out quickly; it is up to the Board if they want to do 

it again next year.  The roster came in under budget and it changed a little bit about the layout of 

the roster.  

 

Nancy:  All, but one, made positive comments about the roster. 

 

Mike: The one negative comment was because the man did not want his Florida location printed. 

Also, proofreading the roster takes a lot of time before it gets shipped out. 

 

Keith: Did you receive an internet report? 

 

Mike: We did not receive one.  Over the years, many people have been interested in being the 

Chapter Regional Division Coordinator.  Because of Hank’s age, he is unable to travel to 

meetings.  Hank is extremely talented and dedicated to BCA. 

 

Nancy: We had a very small turnout for the regional and chapter meeting last evening. The 

attendees wanted to know the direction of the club and they did not feel they get enough 

information at the National level of the club. Now that we have Hank, this will not be an issue. 

Communication is an area Hank is good in.  

 

Mike: Roy is working smoothly on internet. 

 

Keith:  Let’s hear from out Technical Advisor. 

 

Barney:  It has had its normal update with address and phone number changes.  Bill Stoneberg 

stepped down as technical advisor.  The Board is thinking about bringing in newer cars to the 

club.  We need a new technical advisor that knows the new cars – older guys don’t know much 

about the electronics of the newer cars. Taunton, Massachusetts BBC knows a lot about repairing 

newer Buicks and at a lower cost than junkyards and dealerships. 

 

Dick:  What years are you in need of? 

 

Barney:  Looking in the Bugle, when you get into the 90’s. 

 

Dick:  Older cars, what year? 

 

Barney: We would need a replacement for Bill for the newer cars. 

 

Bill: I am doing 46, 47, and 48. 



Barney:  I need to send this to Pete to put in the Bugle. 

 

Keith:  We need to find a crackerjack who knows a lot about repairing Buicks and give him a 

membership. 

 

Barney: The technical advisors split all the information into the technical manuals and give 

people information on how to fix or make repairs to their cars. 

 

Nancy:  The information is worth it. It’s a great idea, but making it happen will be tough. 

 

Barney:  As a technical advisor, helping to fix a car 1,000 miles away will be tricky. 

 

Keith: Do we need to re-select a CFO? 

 

Brian D.: Yes, until we change our bylaws. 

 

Jerry:  We have to find out if anyone wants to run for Treasurer and CFO. 

 

Brian D.: Effectively, we would. 

 

Bill: Yes, I would like to continue doing it. 

 

Peter:  The website is in a condition of flux.  It is very similar to Cadillac Club.  A contract 

would include technical issues of the club and building a store, with a month charge to a 

company hosting the store. Charging hosts we already pay for. 

Same as e-Bugle.  We pay a company now and should contact _____ to see if she does want to 

give it up. 

 

Bugle Revisions – Cindy 

Cindy I have five points I want to talk about.  I am glad to be here.  One reason to come is to talk 

to you about redesigning Bugle, and three months ago you allowed that to happen and the new 

issues look crisper.  Things I would like to change are minor.  I hope everyone thinks it’s more 

organized and crisper.  I want everyone to realize they have an obligation to take part in it.  I 

can’t print what we don’t see.  I am trying really hard to put future content in front of the 

magazine, so people are encouraged to call and give information and input that would help. 

 

One big thing to mention is that I would like to encourage better photography.  Somehow we can 

tap into people with nice cameras and have them talk with me so we can get better photos for the 

magazine.  I have had to improvise when wanting a bigger picture for the front cover. 

 

The proofreading and fine tuning Nancy Eaton proofs for us each month.  Hank keeps us up-to- 

date with everything going on.   I wish to have more access getting in contact with more 

members for human interest stories.  Having access to the database would also be helpful as well 

as the database for e-Bugle.  All new members are going to want instant information, instant 

gratification. 

 



Chuck: When I was driving, I stopped in a junkyard and found old copies of the Bugle.  Some 

people don’t want their addresses published in the Bugle. 

 

Dick: Somehow we need to educate members about what it takes to publish pictures. 

 

Cindy:  It’s unfamiliar to people who do not understand when I need a picture with 300 dpi.  I 

would like to see more members send in more pictures. 

 

Keith:  You should write an article. 

 

Cindy:  I did. 

 

Sue Ellen Hall: For the addresses on the back, I now get magazines covered in cellophane with 

my address on that and not on the magazine itself. 

 

Cindy:  Great idea.  With time, everything is going to change. 

 

BCA Apparel and Merchandising – Mike Hall 

 

Mike:  Acme Apparel was formally licensed by GM the past several years.  GM is going to 

increase substantially their price.  ACME Apparel is not going with GM.  ACME asked to allow 

BCA to continue with them.  We have no legality involved with GM. We would have to kill off 

the ACME name so there is no confusion of being affiliated with GM name.  I am asking the 

Board to allow Steve Hall, owner of ACME, to continue purchasing merchandise for us.  ACME 

Apparel is the ones who designed the logo on Bugle magazine and event t-shirts free of charge. 

BCA got 20% with ACME Apparel selling in South Bend. This year, ACME couldn’t make it, 

so we get all profits.  Merchandise that does not sell, BCA does not have any financial 

obligation. I would like to ask the Board to continue using the same graphic designer. 

 

Brian D.:  I motion to approve using Steve Hall under whatever name as they transition from 

ACME. 

 

Dick: I second. 

 

Jerry:  Are we under contract? 

 

Mike: No 

 

Jerry:  We can then have two vendors? 

 

Mike: Yes 

 

Chuck:  Are we going to add new items? 

 



Mike: Yes, a new variety of items will be added.  Keep in mind, there is a minimum order and 

they are going to try and produce items that have been proven to sell and reject those that have 

proved not to. 

 

Jerry: I want to reserve the right to add other people.  The items they have are limited. 

 

Brian D.: They did a bunch of items for me in 2012, but I had to request them. 

 

Nancy: He hopes to rotate more frequently, according to seasons. 

 

Jerry:  That’s one of the concerns of mine, are we going to have what people want? 

 

Chuck:  The quality is really good. 

 

Kevin: Call for a vote – all in favor, say I. 

   

All Board members vote in favor. 

 

Arlan Dower (Portland Chapter):  It would be a good idea for BCA to establish a scholarship.  I 

went through the process and a couple things need to be done.  People may be asking:  What 

does this have to do with Buicks?  Do I want my money going to these efforts? These are valid 

concerns.  You would want to set up a 501C3 scholarship foundation.  It has the perception of 

being self-sustaining.  It must be clear and vigilant.  It is different from the BHA mission 

statement which is for buying and restoring.  The scholarship needs to be kept separate from the 

business and hobby of BCA.  Is it going to be self-sustaining in the long run?  If we keep it 

separate from BCA.  You could take the first year and see if there is money brought in.  I do 

have forms available if you would like to see them. 

 

Dick: I think it’s a great idea and the Board should consider this. 

 

Chuck: I did some endowments for children with special needs and it is a ten year project.  I 

agree it needs to be a 501C3. 

 

Alan: Every issue of Bugle should have one to two pages of information on it and make it 

prominent on the website.  If it’s not visible, it would be really hard to get contributions.  If you 

can’t find to sustain yourself after one to two years, it may be a point that the efforts are not 

going to make it. 

 

Brian D.: I move to include Pete’s Bugle report when we get it since he is not here. 

 

Marck:  I second. 

 

Kevin calls new members, Edward DePouli and Alan Oldfield, to join front Board panel.   

 



Mike asks each member if they are willing to run for President.  Brian D. and Alan say yes.  

Board votes.  Mike goes through ballad.  There was a tie, so voting is conducted again. By a five 

to four vote, Brian is President of BCA for the next year. 

 

Voting for Vice President – By a vote of five to four, Brian Clark is Vice President of BCA for 

the next year. 

 

Voting for Secretary – Edward DePouli is winner by default (no other member is willing to run 

for Secretary). 

 

No Board member is willing to run for Treasurer.  Bill Stoneberg automatically is re-elected for 

the next year. 

 

Meeting is dismissed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 


