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Board Meeting Danvers, Mass July 8th, 2011 

 
Welcome and Introductions: 
Board members in attendance are Rick Young, Brian DePouli, Bill Stoneberg, Kris Syrdal, 
Dick Sweeney, Jerry Courson, and Kevin Kinney. Paul Meyer and Gene Sorenson not 
present. Members present in the audience include Dave Rex, Bill Anderson, Mike and 
Nancy Book, Alan and Joy Oldfield, Bob Safrit, Barney and Nancy Eaton, Joanne Jones, 
Roberta Vasilow, Pete Phillips, Bruce Kile and Jerry Bodden.  
 
Approval of Ames Minutes: 
Rick asked for an approval of the BOD minutes from Ames, Iowa. Bill made a motion to 
approve and Brian seconded. Jerry asked why is the board not also including all email 
discussions for approval? Discussion about what to include and not to include ensued. It 
was noted that items that affect membership are presented at meetings. Jerry disagrees 
and stated all items should be presented. More discussion. Members of the audience 
asked to move the meeting along and take the discussion between the board. Rick said 
he would take Jerry’s concerns under advisement and asked for approval, board voted to 
approve minutes 6-0. 
 
Treasurer’s Report/Monthly Financial Recap: 
Bill and Joel reported on club financials. IRS issue has been settled. Bill pointed out a 
positive difference in financials is due to the fact that in 2010, the Ames meet purchased 
the trophies. Some costs from the Bugle are also down due to loss of membership. Brian 
made a motion to accept, Jerry seconded, all in favor and report approved 6-0. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
National Office Report: 
Mike Book gave a report. Membership had been down to about 7800, recent renewals 
have placed the club back to about 7850. He is seeing more multiyear memberships in 
the last two months. This can somewhat skew numbers since we need to set aside 
income for later, but we have an increase of immediate dollars. We are lacking in new 
members, lots of renewals from prior members. The new card invites have had a good 
response. Mike headed the Chapter Directors meeting. Chicagoland reported a good 
response from the World of Wheels show. Membership from the Hershey event are 
tracked. The Roster is printed and they need to get it shipped to Modern Litho and 
combine with the July Bugle. Mike is waiting to hear if this can get done today, if not it 
will be combined with the August Bugle to save postage. The Books attended the 53/54 
Skylark meet and this group did a good job to promote the BCA and make sure all 
members are also up to date with the Nationals. There are newer chapters being formed. 
Dick asked about the camera since it was not setup for the meeting. Gene has the 
camera and we did not know he wasn’t attending. When asked about the tape recorder 
Mike said it is broken. Dick suggested the office keep the camera. Mike asked for a 



motion to move forward with a contract with Modern Litho since it is up. After discussion 
of options, Brian made a motion to approve a contract with the suggestion the 1st year 
the same price and a 3% increase each year after until the the 3rd year with the 4th and 
5th year no increase. If the do not accept, go to a formal bid after the 3rd year.  Kevin 
seconded, all in favor and motion passed 6-0. 
 
National Meet Committee Report: 
The NMC running BCA meets will begin in 2013, this idea came from the success of the 
Ames meet which Rick and Bill headed, with the BCA funding and input. The idea is to 
spread the meets around the country in a windshield wiper effect. 2013 meet will be in 
South Bend. 2014 is down to between the Sacremento and Portland area. 2015 will be 
moving more towards the central US and the 2016 meet is still in planning. This will be 
the 50th Anniversary of the BCA. The idea is to keep and retain key people fo hotel 
contracts, showfield setup, etc. to make the process easier and also safer for chapters 
that may not have the experience in running a National meet. For many chapters running 
a meet is a one time deal only and the idea of the NMC running the meets is to control 
issues and problems that can arise. Nearby chapters will be asked to provide manpower 
in exchange for a share of the meet profits. The BCA assumes the risk of the meet and 
the chapters do not need to worry about it. Nancy Eaton asked who is on the committee? 
Mike and Nancy Book, Rick Young, Brian DePouli, Jeff Brashares, Paul Meyer, Alan 
Oldfield and Bill Stoneberg are currently on the committee. Everyone on the NMC has 
been involved with running or setting up a BCA National Meet. Joanne asked about input 
from local chapters. Mike said the NMC would encourage input from the local chapters. 
 
Bugle Report: 
Pete passed out the July Bugle to board members. Pete would like to see a description 
listed somewhere for what is included/covered in each Bugle issue, as he receives calls 
on this for past issues. He has suggested this to the Pittsburgh Portholes chapter in the 
past and they were not interested in this. Pete pointed out that internet sales of Bugle 
issues are high, they are seen on eBay. He also suggested that a good chapter project to 
develop a restoration guide for certain models and years. This would help people 
restoring a vehicle to know what is correct for their year. Pete had a lot of very positive 
comments on the issue with the dealership buildings and is planning a follow up issue on 
this. Mike Book mentioned there is a new individual in Pittsburgh that may be willing to 
work on a Bugle summary listing. Brian mentioned there is a list of Bugle covers going 
back to 2000 on the website, this could also be used to develop a list. Helen Hutchings 
has a list available for sale. Roberta said there is a member in her chapter with a 
handwritten list of this information. Regarding authenticity manuals, Mike said the 
Cadillac group does this and Bill Anderson works on these.  
 
Chapter/Regional Coordinators Report: 
Mike reported on the attendance at the meeting yesterday. He was approached on 
interest to create a chapter in Canada, and also there is interest in Pensacola, Florida. 
Mike reported some chapters need to be closed since they are dead and one of these is 



Rivertown Roadmasters. New chapters include the Lower Hudson Valley chapter. Jerry 
offered to assist Mike in any way with the Pensacola area since he travels near there 
often. Bruce Kile suggested to ask Jerry Bodden if there are more leads. 
 
Internet Report: 
Buick has very heavy traffic on the AACA forum site. The Reatta Forum is huge. Roberta 
mentioned if there is a dead or broken link to notify her and she will remove it. Roberta 
asked if we would like to add a Facebook link to our homepage? Bill said there is a lot of 
traffic from the Facebook page. Kris made a motion to add a Facebook link to the BCA 
homepage, Brian seconded, all in favor and motion passed 6-0. Rick asked about 
changing size of photos to add to links and sites. Roberta said we have a link to do this 
on the homepage also.  
 
Technical Advisors Report: 
Barney gave a report that 8 have been dropped as tech advisors for no longer being 
members. He still has some openings.  
 
Attracting Younger Members/BCA Youth Program Report: 
Jerry gave a report that we have 4-6 youngsters that will be participating in Junior 
Judging. At this point Jerry will have them shadow a judging team, but if he gets more he 
will separate them out and work with them as a group. They get a shirt and a pin for 
participating. The Buick and its parts program was dropped due to lack of interest. 
 
Chief Judge and Judges Training Report: 
Alan reported on the Professional and Specialty cars class which is a new offering this 
year. This is for cars based on Buick but not factory built, previously we did not have an 
appropriate class for these cars. We have one entry at Danvers, the other car had issues 
at the last moment and could not attend. The article that Alan wrote for the Bugle on this 
class was picked up by the Packard club and they published it. Next year a Racecar class 
will debut in Charlotte. This is a beta test to see how it goes over and if we should 
continue to offer it, it would transition to a 400 pt class the following year. This class 
would be open for historically significant Buick racecars. Alan said he found Danvers well 
organized for judging. Pete reported that Judges training will be in this room at 2-3:30 
pm. This is a back to basics session and also recommended experienced judges, and prior 
captains also attend. Pete will go over some instances that occurred last year and errors 
and how to do proper deductions. Team captains and deputies are to be the vanguards. 
Keith Horsfall not able to attend so we are still looking for some judges for the modifieds. 
Brian said some of the driven class judges can be moved to modifieds if needed. This is 
the end of Pete’s tenure for judges training. This was a 5 year term, he has info to turn 
over and a lot of photos. Brian asked for recommendations of who to appoint to take this 
on. Pete suggested Bill Anderson has an interest. Alan will take over the duties for 
Charlotte. He would like to work on training and do some fine tuning to fundamentals 
and then work on a succession after 2012. Mike asked if Alan would be willing to continue 
his term as chief judge after his first term expires after the 2012 meet? Alan said he 



would be willing to consider this. Brian made a motion to accept Alan to do judges 
training for 2012, Kevin seconded, all in favor and approved 6-0. 
 
National Software Coordinators Report: 
No report from Roy, he is working at registration.  
 
Driven Class Report: 
Brian gave a report that Bill McLaughlin will assist him in 2011-12. Bill will be acting 
driven class chairman at the 2012 meet so that Brian can focus on Meet chairman 
responsibilities. Brian and Bill will look for a new Asst chairman after 2012 with the goal 
of this person becoming chairman at the end of Brian’s term. About 20% of the total car 
count is registered in the driven class, 58 cars. Currently Brian is working on reviewing 
some possible changes to this class to make it match the 400pt requirement of 12 years 
or older. At this time he is looking for more input on this.  
 
Buick Heritage Alliance Report: 
Bill Anderson is subbing for Jeff Brashares who cannot attend and gave the report. The 
BHA is partnering with other organizations. They have a display at the AACA museum in 
Hershey. Buick has the greatest # of cars participating in a display of Indy Pace cars and 
replicas. The BHA is also working on displays at several other prominent museums. They 
plan to rent some space at the Gilmore museum on a long term basis rather than build a 
building. All donations are appreciated and welcomed. Some recent donations are noted 
in the report. Mike Book said it is a pleasure working with the BHA.  
 
Facebook Report: 
It was suggested by Lance in his report to place a section on the renewal form on how 
did you hear about us to include Facebook. Brian suggested to talk to Lance about 
putting a link for this info in on the homepage. Rick asked Brian to contact Lance to do 
this. Roberta offered to add the link and also offered to be an additional admin for the 
Facebook page.  
 
Buick Driving Enthusiasts/National Tour Advisor: 
Bruce Kile asked to be added to the agenda to give a report. Bruce’s term as National 
Tour Advisor is up, this is a 5 year term. This position was developed to assist people 
with what do people need to know about planning a tour and how to setup tours. Bruce 
explained that the BDE after tour is open to any BCA member. Travelling on tours allows 
them to advertise for the BCA. They are able to drive the cars and have fun and often 
make a big impression wherever they go. Bruce also reminded the group that any BCA 
member can attend a BDE tour without joining the BDE the first time.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Update on the 2011 National Meet Danvers, MA: 



Jack Welch gave a report. The tours are going very well. 302 cars are registered and a 
total of 380 registrations. They have sold out several tours and now are turning away 
additional registrations because there is no additional room on the field. They have filled 
the hotel. Bill Stoneberg asked Jack about sharing financials with the board once the 
meet is completed and bills are in. Jack stated this would not be an issue.  
 
BCA Membership Status: 
Mike reviewed this earlier in the prior Office report.  
 
Extended Umbrella Coverage to Chapters and Divisions: 
The member at large program solved the issue of non-BCA members attending a function 
with the JC Taylor insurance. The policy is flexible enough to boost coverage for certain 
events. It is the same insurance cost as last year for officers. Joel Gaulthier spoke on the 
IRS coverage. The IRS urged the club to increase governance over chapters and their 
financial reporting and he would encourage the board to consider that advice. Mike said 
he has some suggestions for the board that would make the process smoother for 
chapters to apply for appropriate status to be in compliance with IRS regulations. There 
may be an easier way to do this in the future. 
 
Status of BOD candidates for upcoming election: 
Elected members this year are Mark Lob, and Gene Sorenson and Kevin Kinney were re-
elected. Dick Sweeney will be ending his term on the board and will have to sit out a year 
before he is eligible to run again. Next year Bill Stoneberg, Paul Meyer and Brian DePouli 
terms are up and Bill is not eligible to run for re-election having served two terms. Brian 
mentioned there are some potential candidates who would like to wait to run until their 
family members are older. The following year Jerry Courson is eligible to run again, and 
Kris Syrdal and Rick Young terms will be up having served two terms.  
 
2012 Charlotte, NC BCA National Meet: 
Brian gave a report on the meet. The ad will be out in the July Bugle. He has placed 
information on 36 online forums. At Danvers, he has taken about 20 registrations. There 
is a raffle for registrants who sign up at Danvers to win a free registration and hotel stay. 
They are selling polos, only 100 will be in the blue style currently on display. Rick asked 
about seating at the banquet. Brian confirmed there will be seating around the sides for 
people who would like to come in after dinner when awards are given out. Mike Book 
mentioned that the banquet has always been open after dinner when awards are 
presented to anyone. The host hotel has a free breakfast for guests along with two free 
drinks per adult per night. The hospitality budget is set and the hotel has approved 
bringing in prepackaged food. The hours of the hospitality room will be 8-noon and then 
1-5pm. The host hotel is the Embassy Suites. As of right now, it looks like the showfield 
will be at the Charlotte Motor Speedway in the garage area. This is not officially locked in. 
This site would allow for judging also if there is rain that day. For the Saturday showfield, 
the CVB will arrange for transportation. Brian went over his committee heads. Dick asked 



about where the vendors will be located? Brian answered they will be setup at the host 
hotel.  
 
Status of future BCA National Meets: 
The 2013 meet will be in South Bend, Indiana. Details are still being worked on but the 
goal range for hotel pricing is between $89-99. There will be a CVB contact at the 2012 
meet. One of the proposed tour ideas at this time includes Notre Dame. Some possible 
locations for 2014 are narrowed between Sacremento and Portland. These sites are being 
checked now as onsite viewing of potential sites is required for any possible location to 
consider. 2015 will come back to the central United States, possibly North or South. The 
goal is to make meets accessible to all members by moving it around the country and 
encourage them to drive and bring cars to meets. It is the intention to also make these 
locations easily accessible via air as well for members who fly in. The National Meet 
Committee will recommend sites to the board of directors who will then approve the 
locations. 
 
Update on Membership Drive and Lottery Program: 
The goal of the lottery program is to encourage people to bring in new members. Jack 
Gerstkemper is ok with the proposal for the lottery program, since the Gerstkemper 
award is still the more prestigious program for the person who brings in the most 
members. The Gerstkemper award will award the winner $500 and hotel stay at the next 
National meet. The new Lottery program winner will have a $300 credit towards the next 
National meet registration and also cover hotel stay. The idea is to attract new 
membership and make everyone eligible to win an award for doing this. The Classic Car 
Club of America has a similar program and it has been very successful. Kris suggested to 
extend the award to cover the next two Nationals in case the winner cannot attend the 
next National meet. Kevin made a motion to accept proposal, Dick seconded, all in favor 
and motion accepted 6-0.There will be a formal announcement detailing the program in 
the Bugle. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
BCA budget for 2011-2012: 
Bill has the plan together and feels, although he hopes he is wrong, we will continue to 
lose members and has budgeted for this. The Roster mailing is an additional cost for the 
budget this year and will be inputting the numbers on this. His conservative estimate is a 
profit of $6600 by the end of the budget. Joel asked about printing costs of the Roster, 
since printing was based on the prior fiscal year, the mailing is on the next, he said this 
could be accrued into the prior year. Bill will talk to Joel about this. Jerry made a motion 
to approve, Brian seconded, all in favor and budget accepted 6-0. 
 
E-Bugle Report: 
The discussion of this project is how to implement, should it be emailed or web-based? 
Bill is working with Cindy to improve the clarity of the ads and photos. Bill would like to 



place it on the web and email to the BOD to work the bugs out. Mike asked if we would 
like to send to the foreign members again? The foreign members would like it back until 
the web based program is up and running. Brian asked about the possibility of starting 
new member enrollments at the $35 rate and having the E-Bugle emailed to them? Mike 
said they could do it just for the new members. Jerry asked if the quality is not up to the 
right standards maybe we would wait to send it out. Brian would like to start it now to 
roll out the new electronic membership option. Bill said he would rather do it right the 
first time, and should be ready by January of next year. Kris made a motion, and Brian 
seconded, to add the foreign members back to an email distribution until the E-Bugle is 
officially rolled out. Bill said his idea is to have a password protected site set-up, and 
advised there will be money to spend to get this worked out. 
 
Bugle poly bag: 
Mike reported that an anonymous donor wishes to poly bag the Bugle again for the 
members. The donor does not wish to be named, but would like to do something to help 
the club. The donation falls under the patron program, so it cannot be taken as a tax 
deduction. The donor feels the quality of the Bugle requires a poly bag and would like to 
reinstate this. The gift amount would be about $10,800 a year. Joel asked how they 
would be paying, yearly or monthly? Mike reported that the donor would like to pay for 
this yearly at this time. The office is sending about 4-5 replacement Bugles a month, and 
feels this would increase over time as the quality of postal service delivery is going down.  
 
Seat New BOD members: 
Kevin Kinney was seated, and Gene Sorenson and Mark Lob who were elected but are 
not present were also seated as new members. Thanks to Dick Sweeney for his years of 
service on the board, and thanks to Rick Young for serving as president. Both were 
presented plaques. 
 
Election of new BOD officers: 
Brian DePouli was elected President. 
Kevin Kinney was elected Vice President.  
Bill Stoneberg was elected Treasurer. 
Kris Syrdal was elected Secretary. 
 
Bill made a motion to adjourn, Jerry seconded, all in favor and meeting ended at 12:16 
PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by your secretary, Kris Syrdal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


